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ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401




April 9, 2008
Dear Friend,


Throughout the 2008 legislative session I received many phone calls, letters, and emails from constituents.  Now that the session has adjourned, I wanted to offer a brief update of the issues of concern to our community.
Close to Home


The 22nd District was able to fund three Prince George's County projects.  New Carrollton received $150,000 for the planning and design of a recreation center.  The Lanham Boys and Girls Club received $250,000 for renovations and possible new construction in its sports park.  The Maryland Multicultural Youth Center in Riverdale received $300,000 for renovations of the Center for Educational Partnerships.  Also, Senate Bill 308 passed allowing current employees of the Town of Berwyn Heights to join the State retirement and pension System.

The Environment


A lot of progress was made on the environmental front, albeit with one setback: the defeat of Global Warming legislation.  As chairman of the environmental subcommittee, I was able to guide a great deal of the success.


The Chesapeake Bay 2010 fund provides $25 million for fiscal years 2009 and 2010 and then $50 million per year to clean up the bay particularly from farm runoff.


Senate Bill 590 establishes a three-year statute of limitations for a criminal prosecution for people who violate environmental laws.  The purpose of this bill is to make sure that environmental laws are not ignored and are properly enforced.

I introduced Senate Bill 431 to develop a policy of a No Net Loss of Forest in Maryland.  When finally adopted through legislation next year, the policy will mean that Maryland will no longer see the massive destruction of our woods and forests that we've witnessed over the last 30 years

One of the General Assembly's major initiatives this session was the reintroduction of The Global Warming Solutions Act (Senate Bill 309), of which I was the lead sponsor.  This bill required that Maryland reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 by 25% of 2006 levels and set a goal to reduce emissions by 2050 by 90%.  The 25% reduction goal for 2020 could be reached with today’s technology; however, the 90% reduction goal for 2050 would require innovation. This innovation would have created good jobs and would have promoted "green" technology for Maryland’s citizens.  While we were unsuccessful in gaining final passage of the bill this year, we saw passage in the Senate and gained momentum in the House of Delegates. Unfortunately, industry lobbyists were able to derail the bill through misinformation and lies. 

Legislation passed which will re-enforce the 24-year-old Critical Area law and limit development near the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries in order to protect the shoreline from growth.  Property owners may not build within 200 feet of the shoreline and building contractors may lose their licenses for violating this law. 
Elections and Campaigns


I reintroduced legislation to create a voluntary system of public financing for General Assembly elections (Senate Bill 593) to remove big money from politics and create a level playing field for candidates.  Unfortunately, the bill did not make it to the Senate floor for a vote this year.  We will continue to push this legislation next year to assure more elections are decided on the issues and not the amount of money in one’s campaign fund.

Education


I introduced legislation – which was passed – to require public schools to notify each student and their guardian of their right to remove the student's name and contact information from a list to be released to military recruiters (Senate Bill 428).  From now on their will be a clear section on the Emergency Contact Information Form that will allow this opt-out.  This is a privacy issue that needed to be addressed and now parents and students can make the decision for themselves.  Aggressive recruiters should not have free access to our youth while in school.


The College Textbook Competition and Affordability Act of 2008 (Senate Bill 657) would have required our state's public colleges and universities to implement policies aimed at lowering the cost of college textbooks through increased transparency and competition.  Our goal was to end unfair pricing schemes, promote greater availability of used books, and end the cycle of new and expensive editions being printed without sufficient reason.  We couldn't quite make all the necessary improvements we needed, so we'll be back next year.
Health


Health costs continue to skyrocket.  We have to do what we can to keep costs down until we can get a national single-payer health care system.  I introduced – and we passed – a bill (Senate Bill 602) concerning doctors charging patients twice for lab tests.  Some doctors do testing in-house while others send out pathology tests to independent labs.  Some doctors, when sending the tests to labs, pad the charge to the patient.  With this bill, we have closed this loophole and will help lower consumer health care costs.


We attempted to pass a bill to prohibit the use, distribution, and manufacture of brominated flame retardants (House Bill 1).  The State Fire Marshall William E. Barnard was very supportive of the measure as was the Maryland Department of the Environment.  The particular flame retardant is called Deca-BDE.  It is closely related to two other flame retardants that were banned due to their health and environmental dangers.  In addition, there are numerous other safer alternatives that can be used. The manufacturers of the chemical were the ones behind the PR campaign and mailing to our community.  It was full of lies and half truths.  Firefighters across the state are working to stop the use of this retardant.    
The Tech Tax

The tax on computer services was introduced during the special session in November and was meant to help close the budget deficit.  It prompted massive opposition from the industry.  In response to it, a compromise was reached which removed it and instead increased taxes on Maryland's millionaires.  I supported this compromise.  We need more progressive taxes that redistribute the wealth of Maryland in a more equitable fashion.  My major problem with this new tax is that it is not permanent. 

Thank you for your continued input and support.  You may find additional information about any of the bills I have discussed or any other legislation at the Maryland General Assembly website:  http://mlis.state.md.us.  As always, I encourage you to contact me or my staff if we can be of any assistance.
 
Sincerely,
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Senator Paul G. Pinsky

District 22

